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April 5, 2010
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

St. Luke’s Foundation Raises $347,000 for Hospice House
Contact Person:  Sue Sharpe, Executive Director, St. Luke’s Foundation, 671-3349 or 739-3027 
St. Luke’s Foundation (SLF) challenged the community last summer to raise $300,000 for Whatcom Hospice House by providing a $100,000 matching grant with $1 matching every two dollars donated locally.  That goal was exceeded by almost $50,000 with SLF ultimately contributing over $115,000 of the $347,000 raised.  

“We are thrilled with the success of this partnership with Whatcom Hospice Foundation to benefit Hospice House,” said Janice Butler, SLF Board lead on the project.  “The SLF wanted to play a meaningful role in helping build this vital community resource and we felt our best opportunity was to use our funds to challenge others to give,” she said.  

The SLF matching effort puts the Hospice House campaign over 50% of its goal to raise $6 million for Hospice House construction.  Barry Kramer, Whatcom Hospice House campaign co-chair, says the SLF matching grant was a real boost to the effort.   “The match provided a real incentive for the community to give and we hope other businesses or organizations will consider a similar strategy,” said Kramer.

“It is so rewarding to be part of such a great community project,” Butler emphasized.  “We encourage others to consider offering a matching gift to maintain the momentum for campaign completion,” she said.

Whatcom Hospice House is currently under construction at 2806 Douglas Ave. in Bellingham.   The 12 bed facility will provide a homelike setting where patients with life-limiting illnesses and their loved ones will receive comfort, care, and individual support.  The house will be staffed by a team of caring professionals from Whatcom Hospice, a department of St. Joseph Hospital.  Project completion is expected later this summer.  For more information on Whatcom Hospice House visit www.WhatcomHospiceHouse.org

St. Luke’s Foundation is an independent, public and local foundation created in 1982 with the sole purpose of improving the health and well being of the people of Whatcom County.  Over the last 28 years SLF has contributed over $14 million to support health related projects large and small as well as investing in health education programs including providing over 25 nursing scholarships annually.
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