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LYNDEN – At its regular meeting June 6, the Lynden City Council voted unanimously to transfer ownership of the old city hall on Front Street in Lynden to the Eleanor and Henry Jansen Foundation. The Jansen Foundation requested the donation of the Old City Hall from the City of Lynden as part of a proposal to develop a new arts center where kids of all ages will find their creative expression.

 The foundation is also in the process of acquiring the adjacent 1912 Steinhauer building from Alsum and Bode.  The two structures would be renovated to create the Jansen Art Center, scheduled for completion in January, 2012.  The Jansen Foundation is a non-profit foundation whose mission is to support Whatcom County causes that were important to Eleanor and Henry Jansen during their lifetime with a special focus on local youth.  

According to Heidi Doornenbal, president of the Jansen Foundation, the Center is intended to serve as a gathering place for the community to have a hands-on experience with the arts and local artists.  The old city hall building would undergo complete renovation, restoring the building’s original character and design with a 125 seat recital hall in the old Council Chambers, Woods Coffee in the old Fire Hall, gift shop and gallery in the old treasurer's office and a meeting and workshop room in the old administrative offices.  The former Knapp & Knapp building would house three dance floors (A Gift of Dance), pottery studio, weaving studio, music practice rooms and other arts related activities such as glass works and jewelry making.
“This project was borne out of need,” said Doornenbal.  “With arts funding being cut back in so many segments of society, we were determined to do what we could to make sure appreciation of the arts was passed on to the next generation.  From the beginning, our goal has been to provide a place where artists could create and teach and the community could gain an appreciation of the arts.” 

In anticipation of the acquisition of the two properties, the foundation commissioned Zervas Group Architects to create a revised floor plan and architectural drawings for the 8,000 square foot renovation.  Local contractor, Exxel Pacific has been retained for purposes of renovation.
Funding for the acquisition and renovation of the two buildings will be underwritten by the Jansen Foundation that will oversee the construction process.  No public funding is anticipated for the property and building costs. 
Community involvement in the conceptual phase of the Jansen Art Center has been 
MORE

extensive.  A committee of local volunteers and artists has met regularly to develop a 
vision for the project.  Consultants in areas including arts programming, business management, and fine and performing arts have provided input.
Additionally, the Foundation has been working with local leaders to form a board of directors of a new non-profit organization recently incorporated as the Jansen Art Center.  The board will continue to engage the community in the development of this vibrant and sustainable center.  Once the Jansen Art Center board has achieved its 501(c) 3 status and the renovation is completed, the foundation intends to gift the facility to the new community organization.  

"We are so grateful for the support of the City Council and the Lynden community for this project which will promote the arts throughout Whatcom County and beyond for generations to come," said Doornenbal.
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